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Listing of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A remote control for an interactive television 
system, the remote control comprising: 

a memory to store a list of contacts, each contact being represented by 
an address for establishing communication with the contact via the interactive 
television system and o p i ctur e for s olecting tho contact ;" 

a display device to display at least a portion of the pi ctur e s 

represent i ng contacts; 

a plurality of user controls to receive a user selection of o picture 
^presenting a particular contact from the list, the user controls further being to 
remotely operate the interactive television system; af*4 

a wireless transmitter to transmit the address corresponding to the 
selected contact to the interactive television system to initiate communication 
between a user and the selected contjactiijnd 

a single button to selectively add a new contact from a displayed list to 
the contact list without requiring the user to manually enter informa tion about the 
new contact . 

2. (original) The remote control of claim 1, wherein the display device 
comprises a liquid crystal display (LCD). 

3. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

3 
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a microphone to capture a first audio signal for transmission to the 
interactive television system via the wireless transmitter. 

4. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 3, further 
comprising: 

a wireless receiver to receive a second audio signal; and 

a speaker to generate audible output from the second audio signal. 

5. (previously presented) ' The remote control of claim 4, wherein the 
speaker and the microphone are further to operate simultaneously to provide two- 
way audio communication with the contact via the interactive television system. 

6. (original) The remote control of claim 5, wherein at least one address 
comprises a network address. 

7. (original) The remote control of claim 6, wherein the network address 
is selected from the group consisting of an Internet Protocol (IP) address, a 
telephone address, and a Media Access Control (MAC) address. 

8. (original) The remote control of claim 7, wherein the network address 
designates a second interactive television system. 
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9. (previously presented) the remote control of claim 3, further 
comprising: 

a storage component to store at least one digitized verbal identifier for 
at least one contact of the list of contacts; and 

a voice recognition component to receive and digitize a verbal 
expression from the user, to compare the digitized verbal expression with the 
digitized verbal identifier, and to designate the contact with a digitized verbal 
identifier that matches the digitized verbal expression as the selected contact. 

10. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a contact entry component to receive a user selection of a new contact 
to be entered into the list of contacts. 

11. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 10, wherein the 
user controls are further to permit entry a new contact into the list of contacts stored 
in the memory, 

12. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 11, wherein the 
user controls are further to permit manual entry the new contact. 



5 
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13. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 10, 
user controls are further to permit selection of a contact from a list being 
by the interactive television system as th£ new contact. 



wherein the 
displayed 



14. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 10, wherein at 
least one user control is to permit selection a contact from a list of contacts with 

whom the user has previously communicatedas the new contact. 

'i 

15. (previously presented) The remote control of claim 10, wherein the 

i 

user controls are to permit reception qf the new contact from a list stored in an 
external electronic device. 

Claims 16-19 (cancelled) 

20. (currently amended) A system for providing two-way communication 
using an interactive television system, thje system comprising: 

a remote control to control operation of the interactive television system, the 

remote control further comprising a plurality of user controls to receive a user 

i i 

selection of a contact from a list of contacts, each contact having an associated 
address for establishing two-way communication with the contact, the remote control 
further comprising a wireless transmitter to transmit the address corresponding to 

i t 

the selected contact; j ■ 



: -6 
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a set top box having a wireless receiver for receiving the address 
corresponding to the selected contact from the remote control, the set top box for 

establishing two-way communication vjriih the selected contact via the interactive 

i 1 

television system; and i j 

an output device for generating jtelevision audio output, wherein the remote 
control comprises an input device for ca'pturing a first audio signal including both a 
user's voice and the television audio oikjjp'ut, and wherein the set top box comprises 
a noise cancellation component to substantially cancel the television audio output 

i I ■ .... 

from the captured first audio signal Mnd pass the user's voice bv obtaining a 
television audio output signal directly from the set top b ox before beinn reproduced 
bv the output device and removing the television audio outp ut signal from the 

i i 

captured first audio signal . j : : 

21, (previously presented) ?The system of claim 20, wherein the input 
device is a microphone to capture the user's voice for transmission to the set top box 

via the wireless transmitter, the re mote [control further comprising: 

i 'i 

a wireless receiver to receive a second audio signal; and' 

i i" 

f ! • 

a speaker to generate audible output from the second audio signal. 

ijf 

I 

: ,j 

22. (previously presented) The system of claim 21, wherein the speaker 
and the microphone are to operate j simultaneously to provide two-way audio 
communication with the contact via the! ihteractive television system. 

L 
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23. (previously presented) Thfe system of claim 20, wherein the remote 



control further comprises a memory to sjtore the list of contacts. 



24 (previously presented) Thje system of claim 23. wherein the remote 
control further comprises a display device to display at least a portion of the list of 



contacts. 



25. (previously presented) Tjhe system of claim 20, wherein the set top 
box further comprises: | ]j 

a microphone to capture ttije? user's voice; and 

Hi.' 

a speaker to generate audible output from a second audio signal. 

!l 

\(- 

26. (previously presented) ijlje system of claim 25, wherein the speaker 
and the microphone are to operatej ^simultaneously to provide two-way audio 

ii. 

communication with the contact via the interactive television system, through the set 



top box. 



; i! 

4 



1 it: 

27. (previously presented) The system of claim 26, wherein the set top 

i | 

box further comprises a memory to store: the list of contacts. 



28- (original) The system oficlaim 27, wherein the contacts are displayed 

Hi 

on a television of the interactive television system. 



138 
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29. (currently amended) A system | for providing two-way communication 
using an interactive television system, ttii:> system comprising: 

a remote control to control operation o? the interactive television system, the 

IF i 

remote control comprising a storage (iompoVient to store a list of contacts, each 
contact having an associated addresjs 'far ; establishing communication with the 
contact via the interactive television system; a display component to display at least 

\w- ! 

a portion of the list of contacts; a user selection component to receive a user 

H : i : : 

selection of a contact from the list; la -transmission component to transmit the 

I ll i 



Mr 

address corresponding to the selected contact to the interactive television system to 



initiate communication between a users 
component to display a list of potentia 
allow a 



user 



to navigate the list of potential contacts, and, in response to activation 



jd the selected contact; and a contact entry 
Contacts to be added to the list of contacts. 



of a single button on the remote control, receive a user seIection[[s]l of a new 



contact[[s}] to be entered into the list of 
Claim 30 (cancelled) 

31. (previously presented) 
entry component further comprises a 
contact manually entered by the user. 



contacts. 



IV 



he system of claim 29, wherein the contact 

P: ! 

rrianual entry component to receive a new 



9 
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32. (previously presented) Thel'sydtem of claim 29, wherein the contact 
entry component further comprises a dipped list selection component to receive a 

I !. ! 

new contact from a list displayed by the; interactive television system. 



33. (previously presented) Tihe; : system of claim 29, wherein the contact 
entry component further comprises! af piast/present communication selection 
component to receive a new contact selected from the group consisting of a contact 
with whom communication is presently occurring over the interactive television 

! i 

system and a contact with whom rorWmulnication has previously occurred over the 
interactive television system. 

34. (previously presented) the! system of claim 29, wherein the contact 
entry component further comprises arv external receipt component to receive a new 

contact from an external electronic devicef! 

* i , 

. j it : 
: ! i 

'.j | : 

35. (previously presented) The system of claim 29, further comprising: 

; I : ^ i 

a set top box to receive Stifle address corresponding to the selected 

i-| 1 

contact from the remote control and to: initiate communication between the user and 

the selected contact. , ! , ; 

j ■ : 
i i 

• ; I I! I 

36- (previously presented)' : Jhe system of claim 35, wherein the set top 



box comprises a broadband communication component to initiate communication 

:i ! j 

with the selected contact via a second interactive television system. 



! 10 : 
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37. (previously presented) ;The 

* : ! 

box comprises an Internet communication 

j<j 

the selected contact via the Internet. ! , j 



system of claim 35, wherein the set top 
component to initiate communication with 



38. (previously presented) 



ITjhe 

! i 



■H 



selected contact via a telephone network 



television system comprises an ou 



;put 



wherein the remote control comprises Ian 



-* PTO 
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system of claim 35, wherein the set top 



box comprises a telephone network' |comporjent to initiate communication with the 



39. (previously presented) \f he system of claim 35, wherein the interactive 



device for generating television output, 

T 

input device for capturing an audio signal 



including the television output and -.a! user's voice, and wherein the set' top box 



captured audio signal and pass the us^r'sl;voice. 

' i jj 



comprises a noise cancellation component tj? cancel the television output from the 



! ) 

Lysjtem of claim 35, wherein the interactive 

,i 

device for generating television output, 
input device for capturing an audio signal 
usetfs voice, and wherein the set top box 



40. (previously presented) . the 

' ij 

television system comprises an output 

= !: i 

wherein the remote control comprises ;ar1 
including the television output and ! 

comprises an output suppression component to suppress the television output when 

■j.'! J ;| 

the input device is capturing the audip. signal^ 
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41. (currently amended) Aijhiethodf; of providing two-way communication 

: ! !j 

over an interactive television system,;: the interactive television system including a 

:he interactive television system, the remote 



; i 

remote control to control operation of 



control having a memory, a display ' device;, a plurality of user controls, and a 
wireless transmitter, the method composing: jj. 

! tl. 



storing a list of contacts 



in: thfe memory, each contact of the list of 



contacts having an associated address \ fori! establishing communication with the 

•ii ! |: 

contact via the interactive television system; jj 



displaying at least a portion of tjiie contacts of the list of contacts on the 



display device; 



transmitting the address 



receiving a user selectiojnWa contact from the list; aed 



aslso^iated with the selected contact to the 



interactive television system to initiate communication between the user and the 



ji- 
ii 



selected contact; aa4 

displaying a list of potei&'ial contacts to be added to the contact list; 



allowing a user to naviga 



iiy : ■ i 

□ate the list of 



potential contacts: and 



potential contacts «sef to few* add: 



receiving at least one Lisersefection of a new contact from the list of 

' 1 " !!c 

to 1 thfe [[a]] list of contacts in response to 



■ ! I!> . 

activation of a single button on the rembte control 



■ !? 
» i , 



42. (original) The method of claim j41 , further comprising 



■L 



i!< 

f» 

i| 

i; 

i: 



:i i , 

: i. r i - 
i: 12 l f : 



■ I 



5 1 
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utilizing the remote 

audible output to provide two-way a 

, ;i :■ 

system through the remote control. : ] 



cohttol! toll'capture audible input and generate 
comWiu'riication via the interactive television 



43. (original) The methocf of blatrn 41, wherein at least one address 
comprises a network address. ' J 



44. (original) The method* 6 
selected from the group consisting: 
addresses, and Media Access Control 



v - j 

designates a second interactive teleS/isijon 

ii 

46. (original) The methodirof 
of a contact comprises 



RIVES 

. Ml: 



PTO 



@016 



I;. 



! I 



claim 43, wherein the network address is 

\ f 

Internet Protocol (IP) addresses, telephone 
(jMACyiaddresses. 



45. (original) The method 'of jcl^/m 43, wherein the network address 



sysfem. 



.i . 



claimlii41 , wherein receiving a user selection 



receiving a verbal expression frpm the user; 



digitizing the verbal expression jj= 



' -i ■ 

comparing the digitized; 

■ 

verbal identifiers contained in tljef 



corresponding to a contact of the listfof cdntJlcte; and 



digitized verbal expression as the selected contact. 



13 
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47. (original) The : method-of 
of a contact comprises: 



PTO 



claim 



41 r wherein receiving a user selection 



receiving a selection frorni tlpe User via the user controls to designate 



the selected contact 

Claim 48 (cancelled), 

49, (previously presented)-; 
least one selection of a new contact 



:!••! 

■I . I 



l 



receiving a new contact raariua |y through the user controls. 



50. (previously presented]? 
least one selection of a new contact; 



51. (previously presented) 



least one selection of a new contact jfrdm 

: ,iJ *■ ^ 

receiving a selection a 

-1 if 



television system, and a contact wit!h 
over the interactive television system 



torn the 



hi 



. i I 

rorh the 



@1017 



Thej method of claim 41, wherein receiving at 
user comprises: 



itid mithod of claim 41, wherein receiving at 



user comprises: 



receiving a selection ( 6f jai. contact from a list being displayed by the 
interactive television system. 



The method of claim 41 , wherein receiving at 



the 



aj contact selected from the group consisting of 

a contact with whom communication! : : is presently occurring over the interactive 

. . _ : . . i l : I A = i— . ^ 
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14 



!user comprises: 



communication has previously occurred 
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52. (previously presented)' the method of claim 41, wherein receiving 
selections of new contacts from the* useh comprises: 



receiving a new contact jfrom a fist stored in an external electronic 



device. 



n 



53, (original) The method of|dlaim ;41;, wherein each contact of the list of 



•J;H 



contacts further has an associated visual identifier viewable by a user to identify an 

' : ''J r 

associated contact, and wherein displacing atj least a portion of the list of contacts on 

the display device further" comprises! displaying at least a portion of the visual 

:' j 

identifiers- '* ! 



54. (original) The method: of ;; dlaim 53,i wherein at least one visual identifier 
comprises a plurality of characters; fdrming la name of the contact with which the 



visual identifier is associated. 

55. (original) The method of 
comprises a picture of the contact. , 



claim 53'; wherein at least one visual identifier 



: ,■ -V- 

56. (original) The method of fcjajm 53; wherein at least one visual identifier 



comprises an iconic symbol. 



V : 



i 
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system comprises an output device for 
remote control comprises an input device- 



audible 



57. (original) The method; of] cfainv 41 , wherein the interactive television 



•generating audible output, wherein the 



for capturing an audio signal including the 



output the method further comprising- ; 



■ SI =1 

canceling the audible butpiiif 



58. (original) The method of ip 



system comprises an output device jjfoi 



(21019 



i ! 



from ciaptured audio signal. 



aim 4tl , wherein the interactive television 

• ■ i 

■ • i 

1 generating audible output, wherein the 



remote control comprises an input deviate 



further comprising: 



nil. 



suppressing the audible \ 



audio signal. 



over an interactive television system,; 



59. (currently amended) : : A njtethod of providing two-way communication 



... i, t 
3J! 



jiths interactive television system including a 



control having a memory, a display cfey, 
transmitter, a wireless receiver, /! a 

comprising: V. ■! 

:Ji ii 

storing a list of contacts; 



Ii-. 



i •! 
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for 



fcapturing an audio signal, the method 



1 ■! 

put when the input device is capturing an 



remote control to control operation* of jjfhe Interactive television system, the remote 

!" i' !■ ,* 'i 

ice, a jplurality of user controls, a wireless 
brophone, arid a speaker, the method 



liif the imemory, each contact of the list of 
contacts being represented by an^d^iess fprjestablishing communication with the 
contact via the interactive television; system dnd a pictur e for sel e cting tho contact ; 

,f;!' 
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displaying at least a portion 
the display device; 



detecting a user selectioM >a p' i otjuro representing a particular contact 



from the list; 



15 IS 



Hi . 



U 



the selected contact using the interact!) 



capturing audio inputs viJa 



audio input including both a usei^s.vbicyyhditelevision audio output; 

r — t 



audio input bv obtaining a television aii&o outbut signal directly from a set top box 



PTO 



@020 



^of jthe p i oturoG reprooonting contacts on 



transmitting the add^slj^^ocjiatBd with the selected contact to the 
interactive television system; 



; i 1 



establishing a two-way ^Hpmupication channel between the user and 



$4;j?lejyjs[bn system; 



ie : Microphone in the remote controLJhe 



substantially removing tfiWItelevisibn audio output fro m the captured 

.Ll lr*l It 'J fc t '! 



--li ill Si; !•' 

before it is reproduced bv a televfeioW and! cancelling the televisi on audio output 

— - ■ - 1 Ml : 



signal from the captured audio input: am 



transmitting the audidlinpurt 



,, .,.jf , 1 1 

been substantially removed to the iritejjactive 

;?: f-- 

transmitter* ,j. :J 



:!i .IJ : T^'. :i - ; -:i : 
ffloo i v i ng audio output frojm tlfe - ; i ntoraotiye t e tovioion syctom via th e 

•X ill it [ il . !l 



• '7 

wirolosc rec e iv e r; and . :|= . 

outputting the audio oiutfr 



li Ui ii'-;! 
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•fr6m=irvhich the television audio output has 



television system via the wireless 



! i ; i 



via \M sp e aker in the r e mot e contro l. 
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! 60. (currently amended) |jiA*ehjiole for an interactive television 

system, the remote control comprisiijig: ■ 



a memory to store a list 61 

JSi ■ 1 

address for establishing communicator; i 



system; 



a display device to display atjleast 



a plurality of iliser coniroKE 

ill 

V 1 ! 



>d' user 



the list; 

at least one dedicated! 

f i 

television system; and [?i i 

1 ' i < 

a contact entry compiondnft 



ions; 

I i 



fl 



to enter information about the new < 



response to activation of a designa: 



aErttonio'n the remote control . 



Hi $ 



61. (new) The remote c&ntirol 



button initiates a contact selection moc 

j:' 1 

selectively added to the contact list- ana 

fl! * ► 

a selection. !;! , I 



It! 

v.; 

I 

J;: ■ 



Si! 



ID . 
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th.th'e 



[ntajcfe.each contact having an associated 



contactvia the interactive television 



a portion of the list of contacts; 



S- li 



tolreiceiijl/le a user selection of a contact from 



or\ti6\ to remotely operate the interactive 



' receive user selections of new contacts 



to be entered into the list of contacts ftorti ! ai'digplaved Hst without requiring the user 

' Goriteils. therein the user selections are made in 



- 



I -Li 



of j ejuni 1, ^/herein pressing the single 



ffjor inlaying the list of contacts that can be 
lo'wing! : the user to navigate the list to make 



'; -I 
! r ! 



V t 

318 
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